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THE X FILES. Serch (Skek, Smesh), Apeldoorn 1996. Photo Dutch Graffiti Library

4 WEST MIDLANDS

IN THE LATE 80S GRAFFITI
REACHED EPIDEMIC
PROPORTIONS

10 STOP THE BUFF

WRITERS BEGAN TO SPRAY
THE AMSTERDAM SUBWAYS
ON A REGULAR BASE
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WEST MIDLANDS 1987

BUS COMPANY

PLAGUED BY GRAFFITI

GRAFFITI ON BUSES REACHED EPIDEMIC PROPORTIONS. England 1987

-
ProaTe TR L0

1~
5
[+
P{J _||I|
T jﬁfﬁ_-‘s""n’
R e '

APRIL 2021

URBAN HERITAGE

VIRTUALLY EVERY BUS OF THE 1,500 DRIVING SEEMED TO HAVE BEEN INSIDE GRAFFITI. West Midlands England 1987

Everybody knows the bigger and well known storylines of graffiti subway history. But there are

unknown stories to be told. Unknown stories that contribute to the complete picture of

graffiti history. Dutch Graffiti Library is always looking for untold and hidden gems. One of

these is about the graffiti virus in and on the buses in 1987 in the West Midlands of England.

he West Midlands is one

of nine official regions

of England. It covers

the western half of the

area traditionally

known as the Midlands.
The largest city in the region is
Birmingham. The West Midlands
Passenger Transport Executive
(WMPTE) was the public body
responsible for public transport in
the West Midlands metropolitan
county from 1969 until 2016. It's still
a problem on public transport to this
day, but in the late 1980’s graffiti on
buses reached epidemic proportions
in this area. Virtually every bus of
the 1,600 driving seemed to have
been affected to some degree.

In Wolverhampton near Birmingham
writers like Pray 168, Renk, Step, Lent,
Temz, Tact, Desk, Class E, Chase
where up on these WMPTE buses.

Efforts to combat graffiti and
vandalism on the buses have
been stepped up by operator
West Midland Travel, in 1987 the
costs of vandalism were calculated
at 1.5 million Pounds a year, not
including the loss of passengers.
Following the failure of a number
of initiatives, a working party was
set up which produced a 27-point
action plan to start the battle
against the writers. While the
company fitted video cameras,
graffiti resistant surfaces and

Writers like Pray 168, Renk, Step,
Lent, Temz, Tact, Desk, Class E,
Chase where up on these buses

protective screens, the police

were persuaded to become involved.
A police mounted an under-cover
operation on West Midland Travel
buses to combat the problem of
vandalism. More than 50 people
were booked-as a result.

West Midlands Travel says about
this in 1987: “We have launched
this attack on vandalism because
of the rising cost of the damage.
We repaired 26,000 bus seats,
and buses were out of action for
seven days because they needed
graffiti removed.”

BLACKBOOK PAGE. England 1987
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QUATTORDIO URBAN ART

Text and photos: Marco KayOne Mantovani

t is curious to think that in New York,
where the culture of Writing began, there
is no longer a wall like the one that can
be admired in the town of Quattordio
(Italy), made in 1984 by the young writers
Phase2, Delta2 and Ero, who then became
legends allover the world. This makes us
understand the importance and uniqueness
of the work that this city preserves, exclusive
in the world, which was saved precisely
because it is in a country beyond the
routes of contemporaneity In this sense,
the administration, on the occasion of
the Quattordio Urban Art event, together with
the Stradedarts association, decided in 2017
to carry out a first maintenance restoration
for the first time in the history of Writing, which
underlines the foresight of the country and
the vision of regarding the conservation of
works such like these. Now, in the intentions of
the Municipality of Quattordio there is the will
to continue and complete the work done, with
an unveiling and covering test, carried out by

the two restorers Elena Astolfi and Alessandra

Carrieri, already involved in the first intervention.

RESTORATION
PHASEZ2Z - DELTA2

Fundraising

The fundraising is used to finance
these works, which will be
performed in June 2021, during

the second edition of Quattordio
Urban Art. Once completed, they
will definitively save the work of
these international masters of
Writing, passed to Quattordio

in 1984 for the Arte di Frontiera
exhibition. To celebrate the second
edition of Quattordio Urban Art,
which will take place on June 25 to
27,2021, a commemorative t-shirt
will be created dedicated to the
late Phase2, depicting his original
signature, preserved on an original
work by a citizen of Quattordio.

A contribution from all of us will
ensure the survival of this work for
years to come, giving everyone
who wants to visit Quattordio a
sign that defines our origins as
writers and the culture we love.

The whole amount will be collected
by the municipality of Quattordio
to finance the restoration.

www.gofundme.com
(search: Restauro Phase 2 - Delta 2)

PASSED TO QUATTORDIO FOR THE ARTE DI FRONTIERA EXHIBITION. Delta2 and Phase2, Quattordio Italy 1984

DELTA2, PHASE2, ERO. Quattordio Italy 1984

THE CONSERVATION. Quattordio Italy 2017
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AM STERDAM ]99] In Amsterdam, from the late 1980s, there were several spots where graffiti

writers began to spray the subways on a regular base. For example

the “yard’ at the end of line 54 towards Gein, the sidings and maintenance
area Verrijn Stuartweg and the end of line 53 station Gaasperplas in
the Bijlmer. This last one is the quietest subway station of the complete line

with a passenger number of only 3000 a day. Just beyond the subway

station there is a four-track siding located between Gaasperpark and
Liendenhof. Graffiti writers were well acquainted with the yard near
Gaasperplas terminus and graffiti on the Amsterdam subway took off

in the early 1990s. Not least due to a concurrence of circumstances....
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DURING THE CLEANING PROCESS, RESIDUES OF PAINT CONTAINING HEAVY METALS ENDED UP IN THE SOIL. Amsterdam early 90s. Photo Set



]2 URBAN HERITAGE

#04

APRIL 2021

URBAN HERITAGE

13

Due to pressure from the government, the GVB
was forced to stop the cleaning process

Wrek and Mess. Amsterdam 1991. Photo Dutch Graffiti Library

NEW YORK MEETS THE DAM. Reas and Wen. Amsterdam 1991. Photo Dutch Graffiti Library

PART OF A WHOLE CAR. Pone GVB TSA Lion, Amsterdam 1991

he Amsterdam

Gemeentelijk

Vervoerbedrijf

(GVB - Municipal

Transport Company)

stopped removing
graffiti on the outsides of the
subway's in 1991. Only the windows
are still being scrubbed. During the

cleaning process, residues of paint
containing heavy metals ended up
in the soil. Due to the insistence of
environmental organizations and
pressure from the government, the
GVB was forced to stop the cleaning
process. That resulted in a period

of time were the aluminum-colored
subway cars were totally covered

with graffiti. After adjusting the
cleaning process of course the
GVB wants to resume cleaning

as soon as possible. One of their
ideas is a concrete collection

tray for the paint residue. It took
the GVB almost three years to

kill the ‘New York state of mind’

at the Amsterdam subway.
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i It took the GVB almost three years to

kill the ‘New York state of mind’ at
the Amsterdam subway

A FRESHLY PAINTED PONE BEFORE THE WINDOWS BEING SCRUBBED. Amstelstation 1991. Photo Cat22

L

LEAVING THE STATION. DSKINGS by Bus DSK GVB, Amsterdam 1991. Photo Cat22
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B SETA
QUARANTENA

RESER — QUARANTENA

Reser is an Italian graffiti artist which
started painting in 1994. From that
time on he worked his way up in

the European graffiti scene and is
nowadays a well-respected and
talented artist.

When the Corona pandemic reached
the Italian shore early 2020, authorities
started searching for answers and
solutions to halt the fast-spreading
virus. On March 9th the first lockdown
in Europe was implemented and Reser
was locked in his house. Luckily his
house is equipped with a large back
yard, closed off by a wall. During

the year and thru different stages

of lockdown he managed to paint

403 walls during one of the weirdest
years in modern times.

‘Quarantena’ is Reser's first magazine
and contains a selection of his

work from 2020. This 60 pages
hand-bound magazine is digital
printed, is wrapped in a letterpressed
cover and is made in an edition

of 250.

Chemistry Publishing's magazines
are locally printed and bound in
Leeuwarden, The Netherlands with
great care of detail and quality.

www.chemistrypublishing.com

CES53 - CLOWN [ MASTER MANIPULATOR /
ANARCHIST [ IDIOT [ LEGEND [/ STYLEMASTER /
FREAK [ FOOL [ BOUNDARY BREAKER [ ARTIST

Boundary breaking graffiti writer CES53
publishes first time overview of his
artwork, embodying 40 years of work.
“Cesb53 - CLOWN [ MASTER
MANIPULATOR / ANARCHIST / IDIOT /
LEGEND / STYLEMASTER / FREAK /
FOOL /| BOUNDARY BREAKER |/ ARTIST
depicts a huge selection of Cesb3
his artwork. Drawings, paintings,
sculptures, legal, illegal, shocking and
beautiful. All compiled in a 400 page
full colour, hard cover bound book.
With nearly 2000 photos probably
the first graffiti writer showcasing
such a large body of work in one
object. ‘Being the first’ isn't new to
Cesb3; he was the first to paint a
train from left to right, top to bottom
in the Netherlands, he was the one
making train writing a true crusade
in the Netherlands, he was the first

to paint atrain in Belgium, to most
non-Germans he is the one that

put Berlin on the map as a graffiti
playground. Until we recently found
out he wasn't, but for 25 years we all
thought that he was the first Dutchie
to paint a train in New York.

Cesb3 was the first in jail for graffiti
for longer than a night or two in the
Netherlands. He ignited train graffiti
as a true believe, and inspired the
notorious MSN crew, and many others
in the Netherlands and the rest of
Europe to pour oil on the fire he
started. Besides all the facts, Ces53
is a true and original when it comes
to authenticity and style; the shapes,
the characters, the colours... it is all
his own. His work from childhood
until recent graffiti on trains is now

available in a carefully designed book.

With text contributions by Milk, Poet,
Eras, Sento, Cat22 and many more.

The book will be published in one
limited run of 1000 copies only.
(53 of them, for the true collector,
come with a unique hand drawn
dust jacket - not for sale in retail)

www.cesb53book.com

GRAFFITI AVANTGARDE
- MOSES & TAPS

Nine years after their legendary book
INTERNATIONAL TOPSPRAYER™, which is
out of print long-since and traded for
hundreds of euros by now, MOSES &
TAPS™ release a brick twice as thick:
GRAFFITI AVANTGARDE™.

GRAFFITI AVANTGARDE™ is a heavy-
weight! With 544 pages, more
than 2000 photos in ten chapters
as well as a variety of exciting and
subtle texts, it gives a deep insight
into MOSES & TAPS™ broad work as
graffiti artist since 2011. The book
shows how they managed the
balancing act between bombing
trains and being accepted artists
and explains why these two worlds
are not mutually exclusive.

An absolute recommendation and
a book that should not be missing

in the cabinet of the real collector.

shop.thegrifters.org
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*® The collected work is impressive, but just as beautiful
are the interviews with the writers who reminisce.” ..
- Het Parool >

GRAFFITI

IN DE
KEMPERING

A book by Dutch Gradffiti Library in collab with Mick La Rock

When the final decision is made in the summer of 2019 to demolish the very last | 2251521 o
parking garage in the original Bijimer style, tempers run high. After meetings, | Library.
organized by Imagine IC residents and other stakeholders expressed the wish

to document the graffiti in the garage and preserve it after demolition.

X Gemeente
Still available! % Amsterdam






